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Chapter 1: Why Learn to Fly?

fiWhy should llearn to flyd As you might suspect, the most credible answers come

Listening to

from the mouths of experiencedots themselves.

pilots |Iike Joe Campbell,

bound to hear the same
theme:Whether they fly for
work or recreation, down
deep theyoll
pri mary reasqd
is for the thrills and
challenge. And they all
agree that flying is fun!

Flying has a truly magical
quality1 if youdve ever
flown in a small plane,qu
know thefeeling offreedom
that flyinggives In fact,
most people learn to fly for the excitement and adventure of doing
somethingvholly amazing and newklying is so much fun that not a few
peopleearn a pilot certificatevith the eventual goal ofagning a living
doing what they love.

J o0 e Ca ndpyhjob isskal&.$n his spare time, Hkes for pleasureJoe
enjoys flyingto meet friends and relativeadto visit histwo daughtes in
college.

For Mary Ann Kawakami, flyig is afull-time professionMary Ann
briefly worked in real estatbut dreamed of flying every day among the
Hawaiian IslandsAs a commer ci al pilot, s

Mary Ann Kawakami is a
career pilot who enjoys
working in an industry where
every one loves their job
because theyc¢
about aviation. Her dean
was to become a commerci
pilot working in Hawaii and
she now flies cargo and
charter operations there in ¢
Shorts SD3&0. She loves the
fact that every flight is
beautiful and exciting.

-

After working a few years in real estate, she decided to mg
her dream come true. Already a Private pilot, she went bag
train for the Instrument, Commercial and mtigine ratings
she needed for the job she wanteabrgafter, she was hired
and moved to Hawaii

She feels that other young people should dmrghe lifestyle,
challenge, thrill, exploration, and respect that a flying caree
offers. "Not only do people tend to have respect for pilots, |
first and foremost the pilots must respect the aircraft they f
and respect the skies. | love the chalken§learning about all
types of aircrafts, and learning how teeuall the awesome
avionics."The free travel benefits are a nice perk too!
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For John Ferrelflying is a valued part dfiswork. A Silicon Valleyattorney,John flies to meetings his own plane, but also enjoys

makingpleasure trips with his family.

Like Joe, Mary Anpand Johnt her e 6 s yonoam @tasmo@al
dream ofbecoming a pildt

How hard is learning to fly? No doylbt t 6 s complicatedthan getting a
driverds license. But thete a deep pride, satisfaction, essehse ofmastery

that comedrom learning tdly an airplanel n f a cwhysomahya t 0
pilots continue to take exti@aining afterthey earntheib asi ¢ pi |
cerificate. Aviation offers endless opportunitiéess acquiring new skill§

it 6s a per f e cfdarangooneowhdovesdearnimga r e e r

Some people learn to fly because they watateel in comfort to other
places for business orvacatiéhi nal | y, | et jassa lot raoceg
enjoyable than being stuck in traffic!

There are many paths to a career in flying, including some youneaey
haveheard of. Pilots are paid to take aerial photos, fly geologists
conducting mineralogicaurveys, deliver traffic reports, fly executives to
meetings, fly searchndrescue missions, and fly fairlineslargeor small.
The need for experienced pilagscontinuing to rise, anitherdés a growing
demand for flight instructors twain the nextgeneration of pilots.

Finally, some people learn to fly just for the satisfaction of learning to fl
an airpland even if they never intend to fly anywhere! Flying is fun and
you might decide to learn just because you want to and because you ¢

N € a aglee that flying is

funlo

Joe Campbell is a sales
representative for a large
company that does not allow
employees to fly themselves
in small planes for business
pur poses. But
problem for J
short drive to most of his
customers, and flying
woul dnodot hel P <
Joe learned to fly strictly for
pleasurd like surprising his
wife by flying her to dinner or
her birthday.

Joe earned his Private certificate six months ago, and alre
heds made a number of totvisiti p
family and friends. He learned in a Cessna 172 with a G10
glass cockpit and recently completed transition training to 1
the more power f ul Cessna 1
checkout, and can now fly the club airplanes he rents to La
Tahe and otherhigla | t i t ude airports
ground school for an instrument rating.

"My grandfather andg@ndmother received their Privaigot
licenses in early 194and ny Dadalsolearned how to flySo
while | waslate getting started, 6 v e the ohallengjefun,
joy, and freedonof learning tdfly. Earningthe license turned
out to be justhe beginningf a new lifetime of learning."




What Can | do with a Basic PilotCertificate?
Once you earn your pilot certificatertfat most people cadifip i | o t 605 yoldi be fee@te @ most anything, wittnly a few
exceptions.

Many new pilotsitially take family and friends sightseeinth e yoftdnbegin by making dairips to locations within a few hours
flyingtime.Butonce you earn your c eneventybu fronaflyieg,acrdsditteeosuetrf s not hi ng t o

Pilots often fly for pure pleasuiefor examplet h e lyo6klup with a friend and take off for a meahabtherairport. (Pilots calthis
Aflying for $écaudehehcastrdd aircraft eentaind @anealmaye x ceed $100. ) ndportnearagod | | f | vy
course or aviation museum. Many airports offer camping, and some are located near national parkssaediothesreatioareas.

Pilots may-i hsaveflt &aor gl
to meet and@jabwith other pilots.

The granddaddy of fins isAirVenture,
held in Oshkosh, Wisconsin in late July
each year. Many pilots stay for the entire
week and visit vendor exhibits, listen to
forums given by welknown aviation
speakers and watch the daily aiogh
Pilots can camp next to their airplane or
stay at nearby hotels.

© Max Trescott



http://www.airventure.org/

As pilots begin taking trips, some may find thattoflyfastgrorve out
carry more passgers. These pilots may choose to take additional tratniggalify to fly higher performance aircraRilots may
also decide to buy or build their own airplane individually, or in a partnership with other pilots.

You mayfind thatyour pilot skillsarein demand by charitable organizatioRsr example, thé&ngel FlightandAngel Flight West
volunteer organization®atch pilots with
medicalpatients who need transpditen for
treatment. (The patients must be able to
walk on their own, and are often
accompanied by a family member.) The
pilots benefit from the flying time, and the
patients are spared a long drive or overnight
stay.

As | hinted earlier, the basic privgpdot

certificate does have limitationsor

example, wthout additionaltraining you

wonoét be all owed to fly
passengers or freight for hire, fly an aircraft

with more than one engine or weighing over
12,500 pounds, or fly a jet. (You may,

however, share the cost of a flight with your
passengergslong asyou pay a percentage

of the cost.)

With additional training and an instrument
rat i ng, reagybodlhoin the cloues.
To be paid to fly, © Max Trescott

Cessna 400 the fastest fixed gear piston
aircraft

you cantrain for a commerciertificatet hough you wondt be abloa dHwto l®edited by pcopmpanyr o wn
with an FAA certificatefor carrying freight or passengejs.


http://www.angelflight.com/
http://www.angelflight.org/

What Kind of Planes Can | Fly

You may not be able to fly the Space Shuttle on your firss o | o, but with a bepatofoysome!| ot cer ti f i
sophisticated machines.

Specifically, if you get a Sport Pilot certificate, yibioe allowed to fly planes that qualifyg &ight Sport AircraftL S A éas have no
more than two seata,maximum speed of 120 knots (138 mph), and a total weight of 1,320 pounds. Later, you can train for the
Private certificate, which removes these limitations.

As a Private pil ot, -gngineGictaft be abl
weighing under 12,500 pods. (Realistically, you wod fly most

airplanes in thiglassunless you meet the insurarreguirements,

which typically demanda specificnumber of hours of flight

trainingfor eachaircraft modelandin some cases a minimum

number of total flight houg).

Private pilots usually train in aircraft with two or four seats, the
most popular rental models beifrgm Cessna, Diamonénd

Piper. Other popular aircraft are made by Cirrus, Beechcraft, and
Mooney, though yadl find fewer of these available forme

Once you earn your certificate, you deminto fly any single
engine aircraf{most have six or fewer seats, though a few larger
aircraft have morne

© Max Trescott CTSW Light Sport Aircraft



Youcanalsolearntofina modermo dikgpiatsad ai r cr af t t hhattreplace some oitiaditiomahp ut e r
Around gaugédad hien sntarme md mpfemte the congpuatdr gcreensd, which are made of glass and are the largest
objects on the instrument parighencefi gl ass cockpit. 0)

Most of these aircraft use the poputzarmin G1000
glass cockpit, whicincludeshigh-techsafety
featureghatindicate the presence of nearby aircraft
obstacles, and terrain@tno hardeto learn to fly
these aircraft thoughyod | | s u to stlidy then
G1000 manual before yatep aboartheairplane!

By the way, all aircraft are limited in the total weigh
theydore al | odegendingoshec ar r
weighbof your passengers, you may not be able to f
the seats in the mlane and carry a full load of fuel.

However, you can choose to carry less fuel to
accommodate more passengers and baggage.
Somestudentpilots will choose to buy an airplane |
and trai n testficateinthatiaircrafp inl
that case, you cdearn in virtually any plane, as you|

are not | imited to what
L

Cessna 172/G1000 © Max Trescott

nel earn to fly in a modern gl ass

di ¢



How Far Can | Fly?

The most popular training aircrafttise fourseat Cessna 17@hich flies at around 10&nots 20 mph), depending on the model
year. The amount of fuel carried also varies by moaelri in most cases you woul@rbe able to fly more than about 324 hours
before stopping to refuelhatmeans you could fly about 365 to 420 nautical miles (the measure pilots use) or about 420 to 480
statute miles (the measure used when driving a car) on a tank of gas. Other training aircraft have similar speeds and range.

If you choose to buy an airplaaed use it
to train for your certificate, you could
select a faster model. About the fastest
singleengineplane youre likely to buy
(even after you get your certificate) is ongus
thatcan fly ataround200 knots (230
mph).

Depending on the aircraft, youoight be
able to flyabout1000 miles on a single
tank of gas. At those distances, you mig
find yourselfcrossng multiple weather
systems, which could prevent a Private
pilot from completinghetrip (remember
T no flying in the cloudp So if you plan
on making longer nostop flights,youdl
want to get an instrument ratisg you
canflyinclouds Even so,
limited in where and when you can fly
compared tahe airlinessince jetan
handle a broader range of weather condgio G100Gequipped Cessna 172 © Max Trescott




How Safe is Flying?

Flying commercial aircraft for example, passenger or cargo jets extremely safe. With two pilot crensndthe ability toclimb
above most weather, the airlines have improved their safety record to the point whirégeei to flyfor about amillion hoursi
every hour for the next 114 yedr® e f o r elikeyydoth@ve an accidenEven with 24 accidents in 2007, the airlines hacb
fatalities!

Smaller planes are as safe as the pilots flying them. They do have more accidents than the airlines, but fullys308sdretipoor
pilot decisioamaking. What this means thatyou can eliminatenostof the risk by getting the begbssible training, exercising good
judgment and making conservative decisions when youlflyou follow these guidelineshere will be times when you decide not to
fly, or landat an airporshort of your destination, based carefulevaluation of tk risks.

Some studies conclude thégreaterisk in flying than driving a car, while other studies conclude flastoppositeRegardlessfi
you make consistently make good decisions, flying an airptanebeat leastas safe adriving a car

Therés a common misconceptitinatwhenevetherds a problem with aairplane, italwaysresults in a serious accideBut in
truth, abou75%of all accidents result in minor or no injuriés.the unlikely event that an engine fails, all of the contnalk still
work, allowingthe airplango be flown like a glider, so that the pilcdin land in a fiel@r other safe location.

Another misconception is that mair collisions are frequerand always fatalYet even thoughifots fly millions of hoursper year,
there are only adut a dozen migir collisions annuallyand half the pilots involvedsuallysurvive.Modern glasscockpit aircraft
havesystems that help prevesuich accidents for exampledisplays that clearlindicate the position of nearby aircrdftltimately,
pilots have great deabf control over how safely they choose to fly.

Pilots need to commit to continuous learning throughout their flying care&r.organizations offefree online safety courseac
host local safety seminansat i onwi de: the Aircraft Owner s awwl.adpa.dryjoandthe AsSsoci &
FAA (www.faasafety.gojy You can register on threivebsites to be notified by email ab@eminars in youlocal area.

ASmaller planes are as safe as the pilots flying them.o


http://www.aopa.org/
http://www.faasafety.gov/

Can | Really Do it?
Many people assume that flyimgmandshe education and physical conditioning of a jet fighter pidthing could bedrther from
the truth Average peopleanl ear n t o ffunyoexpdrienceheaaspect thaarninga pilot certificate commands

Most people areapable of learninthe basic physical and mechanicills requirel to operate the controtsf an airplanel t 6 s
reassuring to remember that during World Watdihs of thousands of pilotsompleted their training in a few months.

While most people can learn to fly, a shpeercentage lack theatureudgment to make good decisiothgring flight You may enjoy
awild and crazyreputation in your everyday lifbut flying demands an ability to makenservativalecisions.

Learning to fly will requirea high level oinvolvementi d o n 6 t eshopw @patithe tirportadde passi vel y At aught
Flying is a hand®n endeavor that will engage your body and biasoyoumu st be an fdAactive | earner. 0

Probablytheb e st predi ct or s of conplete flyld trainipgoandéelrh a pdotucertfieatcesare:u | | y
0 You want to do it
Y o u thétimeraad funds.

O«

O You have enthusiasd.ri ve and

Flying is fun, sovhy nottryit?Because | 6m around pilots const anmtarhegtoflylAdn al way
the most common regrehkar is that people wish they had learned to fly earlier in life!

nepeople wish they had |l earned to



Chapter 2: What Does It Take to Get a PilotCertificate?

Herear e t h e ma jneed taakétegarsyouy Spartdibtior Private Pilot Certificate, thoughywo n 6t comipl et e t h
theordert hey 6 r e (AtitheéenddfthbEd oek, youdl | f ichetklisofssepspaayouacandollodvéentordea)y | e d

1. Get youstudent pilot certificatanda medical exam faa Private certificatg
Flythe required hours of flight training
. Dosufi ci ent study t o -phaice&knowlddgeteBtAAGs mul ti pl e

2
3
4. Take a practical flight tegtalled afi ¢ h e c kwithi ad leA&-designated examiner
5. Meet the citizenship requirements

N o

doesndét that sound fairly uncomplicated? Hereds a break

1. student Pilot Certificat e and Medical Exam

Getting startedoward earning your pilot certificate easy!Except forthe citizenship requiremenv(h i ¢ h  we 6attheeddeos cr i b e
this section), thei® nothing yowneed to ddefore startindlight training.

For the Private céficate, when yodre halivay through your training and ready to fly the airplageyourself for the first time (your
first Asoekdobdd 16 yegroad@anhdlpass a thitalssmedical exanadministered by an FAAlesignated physician or
Aviation Medical ExaminerAME). H e r aajis of local AMEs

The medical certificate serves as your student certificate. If you have questions about medidabkissoeprevent you from
passing the exars, e e t h 6uide drAAGiation Medical Examinefsr join the Airline Owners and Pilots Associatiand call
their technical stajf

For theSport Pilot certificatey o u w0 n dnedical exantbnlyaa valid drivets licenseand a student sport pilot certificate
(required to solo) that you can get that from yiogal FAA Flight Standards District OfficSDO), docal AME, aDesignated Pilot
Examiner(DPE), or a Sport Pilot Examiner (SPE). Note thgbuéve previously failecan FAA medical exanfperhaps as a Private
pilot), you cannotqualify for the Sport Pilot certificate. @Ww& t h a Catch 28r? )a. A

net hereds nothing you need to do bef


http://www.faa.gov/pilots/amelocator/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/avs/offices/aam/ame/guide/media/guide.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://ame.cami.jccbi.gov/
http://av-info.faa.gov/DesigneeSearch.asp
http://av-info.faa.gov/DesigneeSearch.asp

2. Required Flight Training:

The Private Pilot Certificate

Bef or e you b Itake altheeckade &t thhevcendpletiom of your trairforga Private certificate, you musé 17 years old and
abletoread, writa nd s p e ak En gll alsoheedfahinineumdf 40 )ours &f dightrainingtfiough the average time in
the U.S. is around 600 hour$. The Private Pilotraining must includat least

20 hours of dual instruction including:

3 hours of crossountryflight to airports more than 50 miles away

3 hours of flight solely be referenteinstruments

3 hours of night flight, including a 100 nautical mile round trip and 10 night
takeoffs and landings

3 hours of instruction within 60 days prior to your practical test

10 hours of solo flight including:
5 hours of crossountry, including d50-nautical mile round trip
3 takeoffs and landing at an airfield with a control tower

You must also receive ground instruction from your instructor (to be
documented in your pilot logbook) on over a dozen topics specified by the
FAA. This is in additiorto any study you do in preparation for the knowledge
test.

© Max Trescott



Required Flight Training:
The Sport Pilot Certificate

Before youdl | be all owed to take aSpohRla éertificates yonustbehlé yearooldp | et |
and able to read, write, amdhimsnpfeahourdonfigghtirasnimg ($omeifigint schopls repgro u 6 | |
theydve successfully 1 i censiamnggnwstindudesatleast:t h t he mini mum ti me)

15 hours of dual instruction including:

3 hours of crossountryflight to airports more than 50 miles away
10 takeoffs and landings to a full stop

3 hours of instruction within 60 days prior to your practical test

5 hours ofsolo flight including:
1 solo crossountryflight of at least 75 nautical mile
total distance

Note that Sport Pilots are restricted from carrying
more than one passenger and from flying at night.
They also cannot fly above 10,000 feet or in visibility
of less than 3 miles. You can findul list of Sport

pilot restrictions here.

© Max Trescott



http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/regulatory/regsport.html
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/regulatory/regsport.html

3. Passing the FAA KnowledgeTest

Private pilot candidates must pass the Private kilotvledgetest(sometimex al | ed t he Awritten testo) wi
The test is 60 multiplehoice questions from tHeAA's databank of about 700 questioAssubset of the questiomsavailable for
your review. The Sport Pilot knowledge test has 40 questions sutasat are published

Many flight schools can administer the test, which tou can t
take it at least a month earlier, so you can focus on pngpfan your checkride. You can prepare for the tests in many ways,
includinghome study with booksr DVDs, or through a classroom ground school taught at a local college or flying school.

4. TheFinal Step: The Checkride!
The final step for both the Sport Pilot and Private certificates is to take a practical flight test with a

Designated Pilot Examiner. The standards for CEE sienm | d e a
Standard (PTS). You can downloaapies ofthe Private PTSand theSport Pilot PTSBoth documents are
long (119 and 177 pages) but inexpensive, so rather than print them, you may want to buy a copy.
Private Pilot
Checkrides include an oral exam and a flight test. Your flight instructor will help you prepare for both.  For Airplane
Often,befoe t he checkride, youodl!l fly with a diffe SinglekEngne ctor
checkride designed to spot any deficiencies in your performance. It can also build your confidence tc  Land and Sea
that two instructorsvrifeeel youodre ready for t!| practical Test
Standards
When you pass the checkride, the examiner wil a t
you to immediately begin exercising your new privileges. A lot of work goes into getting a pilot certific
so after the checkride, be sure toaut and celebrate this significant milesténghich only one in every e
500 people achieve! S



http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_questions/media/pvt.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_questions/media/lsp.pdf
http://www.sjflight.com/Books.htm
http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_standards/pilot/media/FAA-S-8081-14A.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_standards/pilot/media/faa-s-8081-29.pdf

5. Citizenship Requirements

For U.S. Citizens

TheTransportation Security Administration (TSAjnounced new rules in Octol#€04 that require student pilots to show proof of
citizenshipbefore they begifi | i ght training. I f youdre a U.S. <citizen, youol |
school or flight instructow h o wi | | r e c or dYou damathen immediatélywseart fight éraining. t

For Non-US. Citizens

Residentliens seeking flight training are required to apply to the TSA for apprtbeaigh you can take a demo flidgigfore you

apply to the TSAto decidewhetheryou want tdearn tofly. If you decide to continugjou should creatan account online at
www.flightschoolcandidates.gawvnd speci fy your f1light schooldetailsofthenfTSArules ct or as
seewww.aopa.org/tsa_rule

neyouol | need to show a birth cer


http://www.flightschoolcandidates.gov/
http://www.aopa.org/tsa_rule/

What Will it Cost?

T h e me wayg to know exactlitow muchit will cost to getyour pilot certificateunless you sign up atfixedpriced flight academy.
Mostof these schools atecated in Florida, ArizonaandSouthern California. Many are gearkx career pilots whaanstay in
residence for a year longer to earthe ratingd h e yeédin brderto be hired to fly for a living. Even therthe exact cost may
varyT for examplejf you need more than the minimum required trainorgf you have tgpay fuel surcharges.

fyoudre | earniyongot b Idain atbflight $clyobl danlqcal airpora n d i p a y.0 Tdes cosy willdepenad on
the type of plane you learn, and the total hours ydaketo earna Sport Pilot or Private certificate.

In the past, some flight schools have quoted a Sport Pilot certificate for aaslifiBz000and a Private pilot certificate for as little as
$5,000. These rates are usually based obahe minimumhours required by the FAA.UB most pilotsequire more than the
minimum hourgo complete their certificat®Vith therising price off u e | , almost cefidinly pay more than theoted minimum
price

Realistically,you shouldexpect a Private certificate to cost at least $7,p8fhapsver $10,000 if yodrainin a new aircraft in a
metropolitan aregTraining costs are genernghigher neafargecities and lower at rural airporfdf you're worried thayou don't

have enough moneyou may be better off waiting until you hageoughfunds set aside to complete your trainingyau can ask
aboutsclolarships and loans.

Ultimately, the issue is not what it costs, but what it's worth to you. Pilots sometimes justify the cost of flightlisaexptaining
how Apractical o it is, or how it wil |l fostleewsane teasaniheychobseeany or
sport, hobby, or pleasurable activitypecause it's fun!

N
D
—

>t he 1 ssue IS not what |t cost s,
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How Long Will it Take?
How long itwill take to earn youpilot certificatedepend®n how oftenyou take lessongnd how quickly yowanlearn therequired
skills to pass the checkride.

For the Private certificatd, you fly once a week, éxpect it will takeyou 1112 months to completgurtraining.If you fly twice a
week, you mighearnyour certificate ird-5 months. Visited a school in Floridevhere the studenfly 3 or 4 times a weeland are
tol d t hey 0l Private cemificateeih 39 daysh e i r

You can reduce the hours to geur certificate by flying morefteni becaus y aatadindreinformationbetween lessons and

spend less time relearninigsuggest people fly at leastce a weekthough2-3 times a week is probably optimal. However, flyihg
or5times aweekancausen f or mat i on o v e riniresidedce at profdseonadlighy acadeémy ® becomecmmercial
pilot.

Some people learfastert h a n o t roicedthat pebplevheo 6 v e p ar a c h u tcentrolledardlanédeamviaster.risa d i o
tbecause theyodore usoetdtouclmlowa! & dmngoansarefoil pri N

Older peple tend to require more hours, yénow peopleint hei r seventi es obre ' ‘ rning
to fly. So dondt be dYoscadkieregpg €d ,yiwlga tfeowe rz

able topassthe FAA medicalexam | occasionally fly witha womanin hereighties who

does a great job as a pilotn herown airplané -

\

hiedepends upon how frequeontly you



Do | Need to Take a Ground School?

T h e r erégairemeat to take an-tlassroom groundchool However, you do need to take th&A knowledge testand you need
to prepare for it. There aseveralways to study for the test:

0 From books

0 With a computebased pilot ground school

0 By enrolling in a classroom ground schaoé flight sclool or local college

The Private knowledge test has 60 multiphmicequestions selected from tRAA's databank of about 700 questioAssubset of the
questionss availablepublicly. The Sport Pilot knowledge test has 40 questiand asubset are published

You must pastheknowledge exam with a score of 70% or better. You then have two years to take the final checkride. If more than
two yearslapse yloaedtd take the knowledge tegain.

You s houl dnagbal ocsmeneldppssingi it dv k n o wl e d g ér betersoff if youdcquiredal btoakhow/ledge of
aviation subjects, becausaniil help younot onlypass the written test, but the oral portionhaf checkride. More importarit will
help youbecome a safgroficient pilot.

Books

Hereare links tdists of recommendetiooksfor student pilots

0 Books for all student pilots

0 Additional book for pilots learning in glass cockdite the Garmin G1000.

Computer-basel Study Courses
If you prefer to learn from computéased vides, several aviation training companies now offeurseghat coveressentially the
sameggr ound youoOl |listtdiaboee. i n t he books

In-ClassroomGround Schools
T h e r endt®nwidaist of ground schoolss 0 vy leawetd Hda bit ofresearch. Trgalling localflight schools and community
colleges to see if they offer a Private Pdgodundschool.

neacquire a broad knowl edge of

a


http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_questions/media/pvt.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_questions/media/pvt.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/education_research/testing/airmen/test_questions/media/lsp.pdf
http://www.sjflight.com/Books.htm
http://g1000book.com/

What if | Cannot Afford it?

If y o ne worried that ya  dttvaveédenough mondwr flight training you may be better off waiting until ydwave enough funds set

asideto completeyour certificate If you startlearningand run outof mone, you ol | ul t bmatbekyrggtpedd | mor
many skills andheed to relearthem

Consider applying foa scholarshipThe Aviation Scholarship Directorgosts under $2&nd lists hundreds of scholarships. You
mightalsoconsider borrowingnoney to complete your trainin@o an hternetsearcf or A f | i ght fihdrleadems.i ng | oan

If cost is a concern, | suggest that you find the leapensive plane for rent, and hire thest(not the leasexpensive) instructorou
can afford. A good instructor will save youtimeand mohnbye c ause youodl | T eveniftheyochargeemoper i ci ent
hour.

The best approach to minimize the total cost is to fly twice a week or more, especially in the early phaseanfipguiftyou fly
|l ess than once a week, youod6l!l spend more total hourysu earning
forget between lessons.

Donét give up on your dream of f | aytoimmgkeitHappene t housands of pil

Adndét give up on your dream o


http://www.phoenixflightpublications.com/

Chapter 3: How Do | Get Started Now?

The phil osopher Confucius said, #fAA | ourumdengtandthe stepstofiearnirggdorilyd mi | €
and helgkeep youontrackve 6 v e p r o v checklist The lishirclndésy columnwhere you camddyour target datéor
completingeachstep

The first step is to find Hight schoolor anindependent flight instructor f you choose a flight school ,
an instructorAndifyouhireaf | i ght i nstr uct orforwhetegopy éah tent finaiwpkehes ugige b ¢ iwvahas e, Y
tointerview one or more instructor® ask about thegxperience andecide if theirstyle matches yours.

Next, schedule a demo flight. Remembebitimg your passport or birth certificate | f yaWS.cdzereyod& | | need to
complete the SA applicatiorand geprior approvalfor anything beyond an initimlemo flight.

Next, decide whetheyou wantto train for the Private or Sport Pilot certificaldne SportPilot certificate igelatively new andome
flight schoolsmay nothave dight sport aircraft (SA) for rent, so pu mayneedto callotherschoosto find one that can help.

Youdl | athsose the gygedf aircaft yovant to train inFor example, you might decide on a modern G1€@G@ipped giss
cockpit aircraft, or a lesexpensive tweor fourseat aircraft with traditionaround gaugesl f youdr e training for
certificate, ymoLSA Il I have to choose a

Be sureto order study materiak® help you pepare for the FAA knowledge temnd your flight training. Alsgschedule youfirst
flight lesson. Your flight instructowill guide youthroughthe otherequiredstepsto complete your certificate.

AA Jjourney of a thousand miles beg


https://www.flightschoolcandidates.gov/

Where Can | Learn to Fly?

There are two ways to find a place to learn to fly. One is to find a flight schoc
a nearby airport, which will usually assigau an instructor that works for them.
The other is to find an independent flight instructor, who will either rent you a
plane, or tell you for which flight schools he or she teaches.

To find a flight school, you may first need to find a nearby airpbrt. ly o u d
find a listing in your Yellow Pages directory, you might ask a pilot friend or try

driving to the nearest airport. | f a
drive to the fAGeneral Aviationorater rhi
from the passenger terminal s, Dono t

location of any flight schools. They are often wkalilden and sometimes lack
good signage.

click on a link to go directly to their website and get more information about tl '
flight school. .

You can also go to these websites to find a neadiguctoror Master Instructar

Here is a list oflight schoolsaround the United States with whom | work most
closely. All of them rent modern aircraft of various types. In most cases, you

All of these instructors are membersNoAFI, the National Association of Flight

Il nstructors, the only professional associratlion T1TOr T11gnt in
assume that instructors who join NAFI take flight instruction, and their own professiordgdselibpment, seriously. Some are

independent instructors, while others work for a flight school. All can help you find a place to learn to fly.


http://www.g1000book.com/G1000%20Rental%20Locations.htm
http://www.nafinet.org/directory/flight_lookup.html
http://www.nafinet.org/mastercfi/master_lookup.html
http://www.nafinet.org/

How Do | Choose an Instructor?

|l f you go to a flight school |ftheylhave rddreltharoohdirstructa, yo mayie apleto a f | |
interview two or more before selecting oAdternatively, youcan start byhoosng an independent flight instructdn some cases,
independent flight instructors are more experienced and youhaweymore from which to choose.

Regardlessy our pri mary objective is to select an instructor with
sitting close to this person and youwtwarhte time ttrruecitmirmg tsd yd e
yours, trust your feelings and look for another instructor. You may also want to take a demo flight with two differetbrisigist to

confirm what it will be like to work with each of them.

Ingenera,ya wi |l want a more experienced instructor, even i f he o
them. Find out how many hours of instruction he or she has given and how many different ratings they have. For exaewke, are t

NAFI Master Instructoor a FAA Gold Seal Instructor? You might also ask whether you can talk to any of their previous students for
recommendations.

Here are some other questions you may waasko

0 What is your schedule and availability?

0 Are youworking to geta job with the airlinesP f so, that instructor may | eave you bef ¢
how they would handle transitioning you to another instructor.

0 How many students have you sent for checkrides?

0 Wh a tur traireing ghdosophy?

After a few lessonsf youf e el t h at wotkimg ontgfigureaut ehatéetds tahange | f it ds you
tr

if you think they can helpresoieh e i ssue, or consider changing ins
with the service youbre buying.

NA good I nstructor can save you I


http://www.nafinet.org/mastercfi/master_lookup.html

Can | Fly with Max Trescott?

Of course, particularly if youbre |l ooking for tr
Avidyne, Garmin G1000 or Garmin Perspective. | teach primarily at the Palo Alto Airport, south of San
Francisco. You can rent some of the most popyliss cockpit aircraft there, including Cessna, Cirrus,
Beechcraft, Mooney and Bonanzas. | also fly with owners in their aircraft. Often, | accompany a new

owner to an aircraft factory and then fly home with him or her in their new airplane. Ownerselso h

me to fly to their area to train them in their aircraft at their home airport.

| 6ve trained at the Cirrus, Cessna and Col umbi a
instructor, Cirrus CSIP instructor and a Columbia/Cessna C350 and C400 orsiratso teach in the

Cessna Advanced Aircraft Recurrent Training (CAART) program as a Cessna 350 and 400 instructor.

| 6m al so completing training at Flight Safety as

My teaching philosophy is that adults learn best whendtheye,. havi ng fun, so you ca

j okes and good natured ribbing in the cockpit. N
. flight, such as | anding or when flying an instru
M. _ «.& objectives ad create a plan that helps them reach their goals in a safe, efficient manner. People tell me
| Teenmesre § that 1 édm patient and easy going. You wonoét hear

does, you may want to find a new one.

| was named the 28 National CFI of the Year and received the award from the FAA Administrator at
AirVenture 2008 in Oshkosh, WI. I'm alsdN&\FI Master CFland Master Ground Instructor; only 18 people in the world
cocurrently hold bot kodSea Flighnirestructeanl bold a mditemgirge AiHideA ransport Pilot certificate.

I f youdd | i ke to hire me temailhd.y Ilifn vae @rdeaswsnalck ptia faliy ctraddat,!
my Max Trescott training courses hiring another Master CFI.

N énamed the 2008 Nationa | CF I of t he Year o


http://www.sjflight.com/Master%20CFI.htm
http://www.sjflight.com/GoldSeal.htm
http://www.sjflight.com/Forms/inquiry.htm

How Do | Choose arAircraft?
|l f youdre pursuing a Sport Pilot certificate, yowilddtyou have to
know what choices you have.

For a Private Pilot certificate, yaan train in mostany singen gi ne ai rcr aft . Most | ikely, youdl
training aircraft. The most popular trainer is theeaGeldlsna 17
As you might guesghe older ones are less expensive to rent, but they also show lots of wear and tear. Try flying a newer, glass

cockpit aircraft if you can.

Learn to Fly in a Glass Cockpit aircraft

Beginning in 2003, many new aircraft began shipping with two compugplags that replace the round gauges found in older
aircraft. Most of these aircraft utilize the Garmin G1000, which is loaded with safety features. If your flight schoel tramore of
these airplanes available and you can afford the slightly higiseérlcecommend that you learn to fly in one. Virtually all of these
flight schools rent G1068quipped aircraft

These aircraft include many safety features, including a displagaoby T EREEEEE 15 v 116,600 ++ 119,558 com
aircraft on their computer screens. Spotting other aircraft from the air is PG e TP T 5 B
always difficult, but having a computer display that shows you where to ()’\

look makes it easier. Unless you train in a deserted area with few other R NS 6

ai rplanes, ythisfedudrel whighpwil erhanceyduresafety. S

Other G1000 safety features include the ability to display obstacles, sudg ¥

tall antennas and the height of nearby terrain. The latter is particularly UsCAsSS
at night, when it may be impossible to see hills and mountains outside (it
cockpit. If you want to learn to fly in one of these planes, but your instrug
di scourages you, 1itbds probably

these planes. You may al so be t ofras
airplane, but the opposite is true! Whearing in a glass cockpit airplane EE==tgs
your instructor will at times shut off all of the computer displays, forcing s
you to fly with the three round gauges used for backup. Thus, you are ot

N BT S

learning to fly with round gauges when you train in a glass coakpitaft. [

BGIE |


http://www.g1000book.com/G1000%20Rental%20Locations.htm

What Do | Need to Buy Now?

Technically, nothing. You can show up to your first flight lesson with little more than a Passport or birth certifidatiglighes
citizenship. Youdl |l probabl y wa n oburibstuctor srdlighaschoa wmay have operthaththeya d s e t
can | end you or rent to you. Your instructor wil |lhtwanegp gui de
Here are a few things you might start considering:

Aviation Headset

Rather than buy the cheapest headset, | recommend that you spend more to get one with automatic noise reduction (AyR) technol
These headsets use electronic noise cancellation to block out low frequency engine noise, which is fatiguinginpertanst
criteria for choosing a headset is that itos c¢omf ovhetegdul e and
can try on different headsets before making a purchase decision.

Ground School Training Materials
To get a had start on learning before your first flight lesson, you might consider purchasing some of the books we recommended on
our Ground School page

| f youdr e c onsi-eqippedgtpsstdckpii aircgaft, ve ado@dddiedd:

Max Trescottdés G1000 Glass Cockpit Handbook

Max Trescottds-RGEE€Cauisen G1000 CD

Renterds I nsurance

When choosing a place to rent aircraft, ask about rarfyeir 1 nsu

damage to aircraft you rent, even for events, like a bird strike, that are out of your control. You may want to purehas@& sent
insurance, available from several companies, to mitigate the expense of any damage.

NnNYou can show up to your first f1l1gh
Passporteo



How do | Network with other Pilots?
There are many ways to connect with pilatel student pilots. Doing so lets you share experiences with other student pilots and learn
from experienced pilots. Here are some ways to connect with other pilots.

Find a local mentor
Student pilots with mentors are more likely to complete flighbina.
0 Find a local pilot mentor throughOPA Project Pilot

Meet other local pilots through:

0 Ground schools given at local flight schools and colleges

0 Local safety seminars. Registematw.faasafety.govor notification of seminars in your area.
0 Local Air Safety Foundatioiseminars.

0 Local ExperimentalAviation Association (EAA) chapters

0 Women in Aviationchapters

0 The NinetyNines(female pilots) chapters

Internet Forums
0 StudentPilot.com
0 Aircraft Owners and Pilots AssociatigAOPA members) forum

Other Resources

The FAA sponsors many local seminars each month on a wide variety of topics at local airports. You can findeao$ dbemlu
events and other safety related informatiomatv.FAASafety.gov You can also register so you'll receive email notification
whenever new seminars are announced in your area.

AOPA will offer you afree sixmonth membershjpvhich includes their AOPA Flight Training magazines.

To get the latest aviation news each day, gevwv.aerenews.net You can also subscribe to their Aerast podcasts and view daily
video interviews omvww.aerotv.net

AStudent pilots with mentorsé
are more likely to complete flight training.o


http://flighttraining.aopa.org/projectpilot/
http://www.faasafety.gov/
http://www.aopa.org/asf/
http://www.eaa.org/chapters/locator/
http://www.wai.org/
http://www.ninety-nines.org/
http://www.studentpilot.com/interact/forum/
http://forums.aopa.org/
http://faasafety.gov/
https://flighttraining.aopa.org/apps/student/ft_free.cfm?priority=SX05FLT
http://www.aero-news.net/
http://www.aero-tv.net/

Chapter 4: Can | Earn a Living Flying?

Probabl y. It al |l depends upon what you ultimately wlhngto t o do
make any necessary sacrifices along the way. You will need t@éditional certificates and ratingSenerally, the jobs requiring

the least experience also pay the least, so you may have some lean years getting to where you want to be. Even new copilots a
regional airlines often have a second job to maids eneet.

Here are some flying jobs that require a Commercial certificate and relatively few total hours of flying expeliaerycare lower
paying jobs that pilots take to build the hours they will need to apply to the airlines.

0 Fly traffic watch fora local radio or television station.

0 Taking aerial photos or flying patrols over natural gas or oil pipelines

0 Flying freight, often at night, in single or twangine aircraft

Youol I need more experience, often a thousand hours or
more, to qualifyfor some of these jobs:

0 Flying for the corporation aviation department of a

company

0 Flying for a fractional jet ownership company

0 Flying for a regional airline

You need even more experience, probably over 2,000
hours of flight time and a collegkegree, to qualify for:

0 Flying for a major airline

0 Flying jets for a major freight company

You could also earn a living as a Certificated Flight
Instructor. While many CFls teach only temporarily to
build flight hours to move on to a different jobethk are
many career flight instructors (like me!). Recently, there
has been a shortage of CFls in the industry, which has
caused the compensation to rise for these jobs. In many
cases, CFls earn more than copilots starting at regional
airlines. Regardlessf your goal, research the job you
want first, to learn about the experience required and the

compensation you might earn.
© Mary Ann Kawakami





















